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How Do We Love Our Literary Characters?
Let Us Count the Ways!
by Martha Engber
Without reading further than the end of this sentence, think of your favorite literary characters.

Now think about how many other characters you've read about to this point in your life. Hundreds? Thousands?
So why, out of that huge number, do only a few names pop to mind with a swiftness that's breathtaking?

I'll suggest such a short list and lightning response are based on our subconscious absorption of how much those characters were loved by their creators.

As I write this, I can almost hear the cacophony of all you marvelous writers out there voicing this sentiment:

"Oh, yeah? Well we love our characters, and our stories haven't made it onto any bestseller's list yet."

The key word in that scenario is yet.

But there's no reason you shouldn't by digging deeper to love your characters more.
"How much should we love our characters?"
Passionately!

"Why should we love our characters that much?"
Because if we don’t, neither will our readers. 
"How should we love our characters?" Let’s begin to count the ways!
1. So passionately we feel duty-bound to make others see our characters as we do.

2. So passionately we’re curious about our characters' progress to the point of obsession.

3. So passionately we remain loyal to the natures we set for our characters, rather than making them do what we want based on a plot we created before fully understanding our characters.

4. So passionately we’re committed to loving every character, from antagonists down to side characters
The only way to accomplish the above is to know our characters a lot better, meaning to an intimate degree. We'll tackle that very task during my workshop, Grow a Great Character, Grow a Great Plot!
Please feel free to come and feel the love!
_____
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